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A Mirror
OF THE PRACTICE OF

MEDICINE AND SURGERY
IN THE

HOSPITALS OF LONDON.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

Lithotrity in a boy, eight years of age.
(Under the care of Mr. WORMALD.)

HosPITAL surgeons are very frequently called upon to free
patients from the torture of stone in the bladder, and from
their experience it would appear that such patients are gene-
rally, as regards age, at the top and bottom of the scale.
Mr. Coulson has well remarked, in his work, " On the Diseases
of the Bladder and Prostate Gland," " Calculus is more common
in temperate than in warm or very cold climates, and is much
more incident to early years than to any other period, and to
old age more than to the prime of life. Hippocrates notices
the fact, that infants at the breast are not exempt from the
disease; and our old English author, Philip Barrough, in his
* Methode of Physick’ observes, Stones in the bladder do
ingender oftener in children than in other folhe"’ ......
" Although the rich, the luxurious, and the indolent are at a
certain age more prone to calculus than other classes, the
poor and the destitute, in early years, enjoy no immunity from
it; for the ill-fed and half-clothed children of the manufac-
turing and labouring population are frequently afflicted with
stone."

Though the actual cause of this occurrence has not yet
been satisfactorily made out, it would seem as if primary
assimilation had much to do with the phenomena, since we
see that those who live luxuriously, as well as the ill-fed, are
equally obnoxious to calculous affections. The little boy whom
Mr. Wormald had lately under his care, belongs to a very
humble class of society; he is thin and pale, only eight years
of age, has been suffering from all the symptoms of stone for
the last twelve months, and was admitted May 6,1850. When
at school his bladder used to be very irritable, and matters
were made worse, as the schoolmaster, who suspected boyish
tricks, refused to let the child leave the room as often as he
requested, and frequently kept him in the whole morning. It
is a pity that those who have the care of the young do not
take the trouble of learning the leading morbid peculiarities
of youth. It often happened that when the boy was at last
released, he found it impossible to empty his bladder, and was
generally relieved by the catheter. " At other times," as the
poor little sufferer truly expressed it, " I tried to pass water
every few minutes, and could only void a teaspoonful at a time."
So irritated were the bladder and urethra, that a purulent
discharge through the latter took place; the child was con-
stantly pulling the prepuce, and his sufferings were very
great. At last complete retention came on, caused by a stone
blocking up the urethra just at the peno-scrotal angle. The
boy was then admitted under the care of Mr. Wormald, and
the nature of the case being recognised, an incision was made
into the urethra just where the calculus could be felt, and
Alr. Wormald had no difficulty in removing it.
The fact of this stone (which was about the size of a damson

stone, and principally composed of phosphate of lime) having
found its way into the urethra, made Mr. Wormald suspect
that calculi of the same nature were in all probability lying
in the bladder. This induced him to sound that viscus, and
having ascertained the presence of a stone, he resolved to have
recourse to lithotrity in order to free his patient from this
foreign body. Crushing the calculus was preferred to the
operation of lithotomy, principally as an aperture of a tolerable
size already existed at a short distance from the bulbous por.
tion of the urethra, and as it might thus be supposed that the
fragments would find a more ready outlet when the stone had
been crushed, and likewise because No. 9 instrument could
readily be passed.
Mr. Wormald broke the stune, which proved to be rather

of a hard description. The little patient bore the operation
extremely well, and he had very few of the unpleasant symp-
toms which sometimes follow lithotrity. The operation was
repeated five times, four or five days intervening between
each, and a great many fragments were passed through the
perinaeal wound. This opening, however, closed before the

whole of the detritus had escaped, and lTr. Wormald found
it necessary to incise the cicatrix in consequence of an accumu-
lation of fragments. About two months after admission, the
little patient had greatly improved; he experienced no pain
in passing his urine; he did so but three or four times a day.
Some of the fragments were being discharged without giving
him any trouble, and he, indeed, was sometimes not aware of
their passage. Sleep and appetite were in the meanwhile
satisfactory.
Mr. Wormald took occasion to remark, after one of the

operations, how cautious we should be in passing either the
staff or the lithotrite into a child’s bladder. The urethra in
such patients, especially about the membranous portion of that
canal, is extremely thin, and the slightest violence would
rupture it. It is therefore very advisable that the index
finger should be passed into the rectum, so that the force em-
ployed might accurately be calculated, and the instrument be
gently guided into the bladder. The sensation conveyed to
the finger placed in the rectum is just as if the instrument
were hardly separated from the former, and Mr. Wormald
stated that lie had had an opportunity of making an autopsy
upon a child, whose urethra had been thus lacerated, and who
had died from extravasation of urine.
About three months after admission, the aperture of theurethra in the perinseum, through which so many fragments

had passed, closed up ; and the bladder being carefully
sounded a few days afterwards, that viscus was found per-
fectiy free from any calculous concretions or fragments.
Some of the latter were rather large, and principally com,
posed of phosphates externally and oxalate of lime internally.
Though the whole of the detritus was unfortunately not
saved, it may be conjectured that the original stone was
rather of large size. The patient’s health is gradually im-
proving ; his diet has all along been generous, though not too
stimulating, and the medicines which were prescribed con-
sisted principally of sedatives.
The favourable results obtained in this case are encouraging

as regards lithotrity in children; for it is plain that the patient
was not of robust health, that his bladder had been subjected
to a great deal of irritation, and that he was not altogether a
very favourable subject. The great advantage with young
patients is the little difficulty offered by the prostate gland;
which organ, with adults, may present great obstacles. Thus
we find Mr. Coulson saying, in the book above mentioned,

, "The state of the prostate gland ought to be particularly ex-
amined when considering the propriety of performing litho-

’ tripsy." It would appear that the secret lies in choosing the
; patients who are fit for the operation of lithotrity; this
; being carefully done, we might perhaps arrive at more favour-
; able statistics than the following, which are given by M.
; Velpeau, and quoted by Mr. Coulson:-"Out of 206 patients
! operated upon, 108 (a very little more than one in two) recover

immediately; 80, or nearly one in two and a half, die; and
r 18 retain the stone, and will be lost; or, in other words, 108
’ 

cases cured, to 98 in which death is immediately induced, or
t may not be averted within a brief interval of time."

GUY’S HOSPITAL.
Gunshot Wound.

(Under the care of Mr. HILTON.)
THE peculiarities of gunshot wounds are numerous. Balls,
after having struck a bony prominence, or passed through the
soft parts, may take a very circuitous and extraordinary course;
but, as Mr. Samuel Cooper justly observes, " if we had all the
data for our calculations, the seemingly extraordinary course
which a ball sometimes takes would be completely explicable
by the laws of projectiles." One of the most extraordinary
courses a ball can take is to retrace its steps, as it were, and fall
out again by the orifice through which it entered. This, as is
well known, may occur when a ball drives in a portion of the
clothes, which are then inverted like the finger of a glove;
and when the extremity of the cone thus formed is not traversed
by the projectile, the ball will be brought back again by thetendency of the portion of clothing to resume its original
situation. Thus the wound may be found without perforation
of clothes and without ball. Such cases must, however, have

left considerable doubt in the minds of surgeons before thereason of the unwonted appearances was found out. Nor is this
the only way in which a ball may find its way back again out
of the body, after having inflicted a wound. Military surgeons
have known balls to strike against bony processes, and receive

’ from the same a retrograde impulse, which made them roll
i back through the track they had made for themselves in the



345

soft parts; such cases have been noticed in particular where
the ball came in contact with the spine, when the projectile
possessed as yet considerable force, and the wounded man fell
on the side of the perforation. Whether some error may not
have crept into these accounts we do not pretend to decide,
but the manner of explaining the disappearance of balls which
have dug a deep track in the soft parts is sometimes very
extraordinary.

It does not often happen that gunshot wounds are treated
in the hospitals of London; still cases here and there occur,
principally after accidents or attempts at suicide, and we had
occasion to observe one very recently among Mr. Hilton’s
patients. We were assisted in the particulars of the case by
Mr. Aldred, the dresser, who afforded us ample information.
Not only is the case interesting from the few instances of
the kind we witness in hospital practice, but the absence of
the ball gives it an enigmatical aspect, which will forcibly
direct the mind of the reader to the strange phenomena con-
nected with gunshot wounds.
The patient is a lad of eighteen, who was endeavouring to

gain entrance into the premises of a surgeon at Peckham,
evidently for the purpose of robbing the house. The owner,however, perceiving the attempt, fired at the thief with a
pistol, the latter being in a stooping posture, and the former
somewhat above, and only a few yards from him, ensuring an
oblique direction of the ball.
The lad was struck by the ball, which was about a quarter

of an inch in diameter, in the region of the neck; the shock
immediately knocked him down, and he lay on the ground for
a little while, fancying he had lost the use of his arm. He
then rose to take to his heels, though the wound was bleeding,
but he was soon secured, the blood stopped by pressure, and
the patient conveyed to Guy’s Hospital.
On admission, (July 10,1850,) a perforation, with i22verted

and minutely lacerated margins, about half an inch in diameter,
was discovered; it was evidently the result of the entrance of
a ball, and situated on the left side of the neck, an inch and a
half below the lobe of the ear, just on the posterior edge of
the sterno-mastoid muscle.

The boy seemed to have thoroughly recovered from the
shock, and he complained of no particular pain, except in the
left arm, which he could hardly raise. Mr. Hilton proceeded
at once to search for the ball, and the probe passed without
difficulty inwards and downwards, about an inch and a half
towards the spine, without meeting with any foreign body;
thence the track seemed to be deflected under the sterno-
mastoid, towards the skin, lower down, and at the anterior edge
of the same muscle, at which spot Mr. Hiltt-n made a mark

with nitrate of silver. This was done for the purpose of indi-

cating where an opening might be made, to secure the evacua-
i tion of pus or any foreign body, as this point might have been
much obscured by subsequent inflammation and infiltration of
tissues in the neck. It was subsequently ascertained that the
patient’s neck was bare when the ball struck him, so that it

became pretty 
certain that no portion of clothing had been

driven in. The margins of the wound were evidently inverted,
and some suspicion now arose that the projectile might havelodged somewhere about the cervical spine, as great pain was
complained of in the left shoulder, the arm being raised with
some difficulty; yet Mr. Hilton did not wish to carry the
search further, for fear of producing haemorrhage. Thewound
was covered with a poultice, the bowels attended to, and the
patient kept quiet.
For the next few days the pain in the shoulder and arm

considerably diminished, though raising the arm was rather
irksome, and the wound in the neck showed a tendency to
close. No abscess had formed, as was feared, though the
wound discharged freely; no pain was experienced, and the
only uneasiness complained of was some stiffness in the neck.
The patient slept well, had a good appetite, his bowels were
regular, (the secretions being kept up by mercury with chalk,
and rest at night insured by Dover’s powder,) but he was
rather troubled with headache. He stated that the pain in
the arm first extended almost as far as the wrist, but that it
now stopped abruptly at the elbow. No unpleasant symptoms
whatever occurred for the next few weeks, the wound con-
tinued to suppurate, gradually contracted and closed, and the
patient was in about a month well enough to be transferred to
prison. He has since been heard of, and no change has
occurred in his condition. It should be mentioned regarding
the pain in the shoulder and arm, that when the patient was
struck by the ball, his idea was, that he fell upon the side
where subsequently the pain was complained of; this circum-
stance would of course militate against the supposition that the
ball is lodged in the body of one of the cervical vertebrae, and
that a portion of the brachial plexus of nerves had been irri-
tated by the presence of the foreign body.
There is some probability that, as we stated before, the

ball, after coming in contact with some part of the spine, had
recoiled from the obstacle, and found its way back again
through the orifice of entrance; though the fact of the edges
of the wound being inverted are not in favour of this opinion,
since it would appear likely that the ball in leaving the body
would have caused the margins to be 6verted, changing the
aperture of entrance into one of exit.

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.
Extra-Uterine (Tubal) F&oelig;tation.

(Under the care of Dr. BENCE JONES.)
A’NIONG the various untoward circumstances which may in-
terfere with the regular and healthy progress of ovulation and
gestation, extra-uterine fcetation is happily rare, though well
authenticated cases of this deviation have been published.
Dr. Campbell, in particular, has rendered good service by his
work on the subject, and we have this day to add to the cases
mentioned in that valuable book one which Dr. Bence Jones
had lately under his care. The result, as is usual in such
instances, was fatal, as it but seldom happens that women
thus affected, "survive the shock, haemorrhage, and subse-
quent inflammation, the parts accommodating themselves to
the presence of the foatus, so that the patient recovers a cer-
tain amount of health, and suffers but little local incon-
venience." (Fleetwood Churchill.) We were favoured with
the following details by Mr. Earle, the clinical clerk, who
took particular pains in collecting them:-
The patient was a married woman, twenty-nine years of

age, who was admitted, under the care of Dr. Bence Jones,
August 10, 1850. She was, when first seen, of a blanched and
anaemic appearance, and stated that she had been out of
health for the last five months. Her illness commenced with
a pain in the bowels, which resembled cramp, and it was

accompanied with shivering and sickness, quickly followed by
heat and perspiration. She suffered from a similar affection
two years ago, when she understood from her medical attend-
ant that an abscess had formed in the abdomen. The
patient had at that time a sudden discharge of black-is7b matter
from the vagina, which continued to flow for several days.
From this illness she quite recovered, and the catamenia.

became regular and natural. For the last seven months, until
about four weeks ago she had suffered at different periods
from violent F ains in her abdomen, accompanied by sicknees,


